
Press Release 
 
All paths for genealogical and historical research lead to Fort Wayne on October 29 – 31, 2009.  
“Reconnecting Lost Links” will draw local, regional, and international attendees to the Allen 
County Public Library. 
 
International Black Genealogy Summit Conference will be held in Fort Wayne, Indiana October 29 – 31, 
2009 at the Allen County Public Library. 
 
The International Black Genealogy Summit has chosen Allen County Public Library (ACPL) as the venue for its 
2009 conference, titled, ”Reconnecting Lost Links.” The attraction of the Fort Wayne, Indiana location includes: 
1. ACPL Genealogy Center has received international acclaim for being the world’s second largest repository 

of genealogy resources. The comprehensive collection and partnership with the Family History Library in 
Salt Lake City and major online databases provides access to billions of genealogical and historical records 
at one location. 

2. The city is centrally located in the United States and boasts a competitively affordable cost of lodging, 
dining, and tourist attractions. 

 
Highlights of the international conference include keynote speakers Dorothy Spruill Redford, world-renown 
Lecturer, Historian, and Author of Somerset Homecoming – Recovering a Lost Heritage and Hana Stith, Co-
Founder, Curator, and General Manager, African/African American Museum in Fort Wayne, IN. Workshops 
will include topics for the novice to advanced genealogy researcher, including identifying and effectively 
utilizing the wealth of available resources (even for elusive family tree links), DNA, family health history, 
publishing, etc. Extended library hours for personal research will be available to conference attendees, only. 
Thursday’s Pre-Conference will include local and regional presenters on topics of genetics, church 
historiography, identifying slave owners, personal research journeys, local history, using non-traditional 
resources, and Power to End Stroke program activities in partnership with American Heart Association. 
 
Cost to attend the full international conference is $165, including Friday night banquet and Saturday luncheon; 
other registration options are available. Conference Chairperson is Algurie Wilson (AZ) and Conference Co-
Chair is Deborah Abbott (OH). Fort Wayne Host Committee is Allen County Public Library (Curt Witcher and 
Roberta Ridley); African/African American Historical Museum (Dr. Miles S. Edwards and Condra Ridley); and 
Fort Wayne Chapter The Links Incorporated (Dr. Ruby Cain and Linda Durril).  
 
Participating societies include all AAHGS (Afro-American Historical and Genealogical Society) Chapters, the 
SIGs (Special Interest Groups) of large societies, the Black West Coast Summit groups as well as independent 
black genealogical and historical societies in the US, Canada and the Caribbean.  
 
For more details, please reference our website at www.BlackGenealogySummit.com, write to P. O. 
Box 89092, Tucson, AZ 85752-9092; contact Hana Stith of the African/African-American Historical 
Museum, 260-420-0765 and fwaahm@aol.com or Curt Witcher of the Allen County Public Library, 
260-421-1226 and cwitcher@acpl.info. View Pre-Conference schedule at 
http://www.blackgenealogyconference.info/program/preconference.php. 


