
The Allen County Public Library’s Genealogy Center Highlights the Richness of African American 
Family History and Heritage.

Again this year, the Genealogy Center is hosting a program-a-day during October, now nationally 
recognized as Family History Month.  Five days during October will feature programs specific for those 
interested in African American family history and heritage.  

Wednesday, October 14, 2009, from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. in Meeting Room A at the Main Library, Roberta 
Ridley will speak on African American Genealogical Research for the Allen County Genealogical Society 
of Indiana’s October Meeting. Roberta’s family migrated to Fort Wayne in 1869, making her a fourth 
generation African American Fort Wayne native.

Wednesday, October 28, 2009, from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. in Meeting Room A at the Main Library, Peggy 
Seigel will present “Sources for Researching Abolitionists and the Underground Railroad in Northeast 
Indiana.” This lecture will examine the research used for several published papers, focusing on the 
amazing resources in the ACPL for researching abolitionists and the underground railroad in Fort Wayne, 
religious and political leaders and others who worked quietly behind the scenes. 

Thursday October 29, 2009 from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the Main Library’s meeting rooms, the 
Genealogy Center and the African/African American Historical Society of Fort Wayne are presenting the 
International Black Genealogy Summit Pre-conference. This pre-conference will feature nine lectures and 
an open forum examining black genealogical research. Admission is free! 

Friday and Saturday, October 30 and 31, 2009, the Genealogy Center hosts the International Black 
Genealogy Summit. For the first time, all African American Historical and Genealogical Societies 
chapters, the Special Interest Groups of larger societies, the independent black groups that make up the 
West Coast Summit, as well as independent black genealogical and historical societies in the U.S., 
Canada and the Caribbean will come together to celebrate the joys and challenges of black genealogy. 
Thirty lectures over the two days plus two keynote speakers will provide interested researchers with an 
amazing amount of research data and expertise.  During Friday morning’s opening session from 8 to 9:30 
a.m. one of the speakers will be Curt Witcher, highlighting of the Genealogy Center’s amazingly rich 
African American historical research collection.  More information as well as the registration fee and 
form can be found at www.blackgenealogysummit.com. 

For more information, contact:  
Curt Witcher
Genealogy Center Manager
Allen County Public Library
900 Library Plaza
Fort Wayne, Indiana
206-421-1226
CWitcher@ACPL.Info
www.ACPL.Info/genealogy


